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Charges Against Deported Pastor Not Clarified 


(Lausanne ¥ Switzerland) - The Swiss pastor, lfichel Grenier, who was expelled 
from France on March 3. (see EPS No. 9), has denied charges contained in reports 
of the French News Agency (AFP) that he had acted as a go-between for the Al- 
gerian rebel National Liberation Front (FLN). 


"T am not an agent of the FLN," he declared. "T have no contact with 
this movement. I am not an active member of any party." : 


He admitted having helped many people who were without lodging or food, 
"among them Frenchmen of swarthy complexion", but without ever being particular- 
ly concerned about their political positions. 


However, Pastor Grenier has frequently condemned violent acts committed 
in Algeria. 


The Swiss French-language weekly, "La Vie Protestante", published in 
Geneva, comments that "the French arthorities had better explain themselves; 
is Pastor Grenier guilty in their opinion of breaking the law or not? ~ If the 

answer is yes, what exactly is his offence? . Or is the misconduct a matter of 
opinion?" . E.P.S., Geneva 
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three months. 


- been sought on any valid charge. "Ts it not a-fact," he said, "that the pas-= | 


Six Years Imprisonment for Belgrade Theologian 


was arrested with three others, including a professor in the law faculty at 


mthe- trial. | E.P.S., Geneva 


Dr. Mathews Turns Down IMC Post 


Council that he will be unable to accept the invitation given by the IMC's 
Assembly in Ghana in January to become general secretary of the organisation. 
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French Pastor Tried for Aiding Algerian Nationalist ; 
(Besancon, France) — Pastor Etienne ilathiot of the lutheran parish of Belfort, 
in Eastern France, appeared before the court at Besangon on March 7 on charges 
of having aided and abetted an active member of the Algerian National Libera- 
tion Front (FLN) named Si Ali (see EPS No. 1). 


Pastor Mathiot, who was tried alongside a young Roman Catholic girl student 
and a Moslem student held on similar charges, had been in custody for about 


In evidence he declared that he had put "the law of God" above all others. 
“What I have done,” he said, “does not mean that I approve the FLN's politics 


as a whole. But I want to protect men from suffering. I am against all 
atrocities. I wanted to hide Si Ali from police in order to save him from 
torture." 


Several well-known Protestants appeared as witnesses at the trial. Pastor 
Charles Westphal, vice-president of the French Protestant Federation, said the 
action of Mathiot was "in keeping with Christian logic". Monsieur André Philip, 
economist and a former minister in the French government, told the court that 
there had not been any declaration of war in Algeria and that Si Ali had not 
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tor, and the girl student, in the end helped to maintain the authority of justic 
by protecting this man against arbitrary police action?" ee 


The court reserved its judgment for a week. ‘H.LP.S., Geneva 


(Belgrade) - Professor Dragoslav Stranjakovic of the Serbian Orthodox theologi- 
cal faculty at Belgrade University has been condemned to six years' imprisonment 
on a charge of conspiring to overthrow the Yugoslav government. : 


The charges against Professor Stranjakovic were made in December when he 


Belgrade, and accused of forming with them a "hostile group". 


All four were found guilty, but Dr. Stranjakovic was sentenced after a 
separate hearing after becoming ill during the trial. He denied the charges 
brought against him, although he admitted possessing anti-Communist documents 
found in his desk in the building of the Serbian Orthodox Patriarchate. He 
said he had never himself written anything against the government. 


Two representatives of the Serbian Orthodox Patriarchate were present at 


(New York) - Dr. James K. Mathews has informed the International Missionary 


He will continue to serve as the associate general secretary of the Division 
of World Missions of the Board of Missions of the Methodist Church. 


A meeting of the Officers' Committee of the IMC is being planned to make 
recommendations for a successor to Dr. Charles Ranson. Dr. Ranson, who has 
been general secretary of the IMC for the past ten years, was elected director 
of the organisation's Theological Education Fund by the Ghana Assembly. 


E.P.S., Geneva | 
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Church Women in Cameroons Attack Poly gamy 


(Douala, Cameroons) - The first conference of Protestant women to be held in the 
Cameroons has issued strong resolutions on polygamy, marriage guidance and "mar-~: 
riage gifts". 


The 150 participants, ne een 108 delegates from the parishes of the Evan- 
gelical and Baptist Gnurche's of the Cameroons (CEBEC) , decided to protest against. 
the laxity of the churches on the subject of polygamy, and asked for discipline 
to be tightened. They asked for a re-examination of the measures to be taken 
against women who married polygamous men and parents who allowed their daughters 
to marry polygamists. 


The conference said it hoped "the Evangelical Church and the Baptist Church 
would observe the same discipline, so that a member disciplined by one church 
would fall under the discipline of the other", 


Asking for a revision of teaching given about marriage in church member- 
ship classes "to correspond with the new needs of today's youth", the conference 
drew attention in particular to "the tendency to forget the explicit Biblical 
injunction indicating the fact that man and woman have no right to contract a 
union except in marriage". 


"The custom of paying a dowry or giving presents as prerequisites for mar- 
riage must be suppressed," said the conference. "This custom is contrary to 
the Gospel, is an exploitation of young people by old, prevents poor people 
from marrying and encourages polygamy and prostitution." Describing the prac- 
tice as “an abuse of the dignity of woman, of her freedom and of the Biblical 
teaching on marriage", the women asked the churches in the Cameroons to take 
immediate measures to putan end to it. 


The resolution adopted on the subject of marriage gifts went further than 
one issued in January by the synod of the Evangelical Church. i 


The conference was called to coincide with the visit to the Cameroons of 
Dr. Madeleine Barot, executive secretary of the World Council of Churches' De= 
partment on the Cooperation of Men and Women in Church and Society. It was 
also attended by observers from the Presbyterian Church of the Cameroons and 
the Evangelical Churches of Togo and Gabon. Church leaders present included 
representatives of the Baptist and Evangelical Churches of the Cameroons, and 
Pastor Roland de Pury, formerly of lyon, France, and now director of studies in 
the theological college of the Evangelical, Churches at rdueunee, E.P.S., Geneva 


Roman Catholics and Protestants Converse in Germany. 


- (Loccum, Germany ) ~ A "conversation" between Roman Catholic and non-Roman Catho- 
lic scholars was held in the Evangelical desde at Loccun, Germany, in the 
first week of March. 


The discussions on "Ecumenism and Catholicism" were "frank and hard-hitting, 
“jut none the less friendly", according to the Rev. Francis House, associate 
general secretary of the World Council of Churches and director of the council's 
Division of Ecumenical Action, who was one of the speakers. 


Mr. House said that references were made to points of maximum tien 
such as Colombia and Spain, and to "the deepest theological differences between 
Roman Catholicism and Protestantism". 


"The united singing of the office of Compline each night in the candle- 
lighted abbey church was one of the most striking features of the recent meéting,” 
said Mr. House, who cited the text from St. Paul's letter to the Romans, 4:18, 
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used by the German Roman Catholic Una Sancta movemert:-as “relevant to all. such 
“conversations - 'Our faith teaches us to hope evenidgainst hope'". 


The Protestant abbey of Loccum was also the scene of discussions about “the 
possibility of restoring unity between Lutherans and Roman Catholics at the be- 
ginning of the 18th century. Main participants in. the 18th century meeting 
were Bossuet, Leibniz and the Protestant abbot of Loccum, Molanos. 


Bible study,.at the recent meeting, on the 17th chapter of St. John's Gospel, 
was led alternately by a Roman Catholic priest and a Protestant pastor, and 
agreement was reached about the need to arouse interest and prayer for Christian 
unity among the laity in all churches. 


Among participants in the meeting were Dr. Thomas Sartory, editor of the 
Roman Catholic ecumenical journal, "Una Sancta", Professor Johann Baptist Hirsch- 
mann, S.J., of Frankfurt, and Dr. Albert Brandenburg of the Johann Adam Mohler | 
Institute at Paderborn. Protestant speakers included Professor Karl Gerhard | 
Steck of Frankfurt, Professor D. Heinz-Horst Schrey of Berlin and Dr. Hans | 
Bolewski, director of the Loccum academy. H.P.S., Geneva | 


George MacLeod Protests Against Nuclear Weapons Statement 


(Edinburgh, Scotland) - Dr. George MacLeod, moderator of the General dssembly | 
of the Church of Scotland,:has protested against a government statement that 

the United Kingdom might ‘use nuclear weapons if Russia launched a major attack 
with conventional arms."3:"" 


; 
| 

Speaking in Edinburgh at a mass meetings organized by the Council for the | 
Abolition of Nuclear Weapons Tests, Dr. Macleod said he had read with "horror" | 
a White Paper on Defence prepared by Defence liinister Duncan Sandys. "itis / 
as moderator and in the name: ofthe whole church," Dr. MacLeod said, “that I 
have to remind people in Scotland that the last time this question was discussed : 
by the General Assembly it was the non-pacifist section of the church that said | 
that if there was deliberate bombing of any population, the church should with- | 
draw its support, even at the risk of losing the war." E.P.S.,. Gerieva 


Natiomal Council Calls Drinking "Serious Threat" in US 


rrr nner 


(New York) - A statement terming drinking a "serious threat! to the stability 
of families and communities was adopted by the recently-elected General Board 
of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA at its meet-— 

ing in New York on February 26 =— 27. os | 


on the subject since the NCCC was formed eight years ago, and was passed with 
seventy-five committee members in favour, with two against. and’ three abstaining. 
It says "the use of alcoholic beverages is a serious threat to the health, 
happiness and welfare of many people and to the stability. of families and con- 
munities!',; The statement calls alcoholics "persons in need of diagnosis, under- 
standing, guidance and treatment", and goes on to “encourage the establishment 
and maintenance of clinics and other appropriate therapeutic facilities, when 
competently ‘conducted, for the victims of alcoholism". 


Education in the churches, according to the statement, "should cover all 
aspects of the use of alcohol —- drinking, drunkenness and alcoholism — and 
should be conceived in long-range terms. It should reach adults as well as 
children’ and youth," > a: 
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. Im other action, the board elected Charlés C. Parlin, prominent Methodist 
attorney and a member of the Central Committee of the World Council of Churches, 
as, vice-chairman. .. He is the first layman to hold the post. 


In a-resolution, the’ board supported expanded US non-military programmes 
of mutual aid and reciprocal foreign trade “in the light of our Christian obli- 
gation to care for our neighbours throughout the world", 


The fifth general Assembly of the National Council will be held in December, 
1960, in accordance with the regular ¢ycle, in San Francisco, California, the 
General Board decided. The date had been pushed forward a year to avoid con- 
‘flict -with the 1960 Assembly of the World Council of Churches. However, the 
WCC's Executive Committee last month recommended that the World Council date 
be changed to 1961. BE.P.S., Geneva 


Protestant—Catholic Publication Exchange Urged in US 


(Washington, D Otdu-ciad Baptist editor in Washington has called on Protestant 
publications in. the United States to imitate "Operation Understanding" started 
‘in 1957 by a Roman Catholic journal, and send free subscriptions to Roman Catho- 
‘lic priests, justoas 12,000 non-Roman Catholic clergymen are now receiving "a 


weekly newspaper giving news, interpretation and explanatory articles about the 
Cacnolic: faith. 


The Rev. W. Barry Garrett, regional editor of Baptist Press, pointed out 
that "this idea by our Catholic friends is good", and added that "proper and 
friendly communications" between the two groups would "clear the atmosphere". 
"Tt is a fact," Mr. Garrett said, "that there has been practically no communi- 
cation from Protestants to Catholics or from Catholics to Protestants except 
invective, innuendos, name-calling, charges and counter—charges". 


Perhaps, Mr. Garrett said, by exchanging information, Catholics and Prot- 
estants would discover "areas of agreement and similarity between them and 
areas of cooperation that could make the total Christian witness more effective 
in, the world". H.P.S., Geneva 


Evangelistic Campaign Planned for Ruhr Workers 


(Bochum, Germany ) - A six months evangelistic campaign among unchurched miners 
and steel workers in the Ruhr area, sponsored by the Evangelical Chumek of 
Westphalia, will begin in April. 


~The workers, church leaders say, "will not be offered elevating sermons, 
but will be led, through short and interesting topical lectures, to discuss 
frankly their roiiems of every-day life". Sessions will be held in fourteen 
tents, that "are not designed for the pious". 


e “The campaign will feature the showing of church-sponsored films and lay 

“““theatrical performances, and will close with a mass rally with Dr. Ernst Wiln, 

president of the Evangelical Church of Westphalia, as the key speaker. 
H.P.S., Geneva 
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. In Brief | 

The Congregational ministerial training colleges in Lancashire and Yorkshire, 
England, will merge in October, .becoming the Northern Congregational College, 
located in Manchester. The new arrangement provides the British Congregational 
churches with eight ministerial training colleges serving 229 students. 


edd The only Danish missionary still in China, 86-year-old Miss Ellen Nielsen, 
has written to the Danish Missionary Society saying that she. wishes to stay on 

in China until she "sets out on the long journey". Niss Nielsen has worked in 

China since 1899 and, before the Communists took over, obtained Chinese citizen- 

ship. For many years she was the leader of the girls' school and women's train- 

ing college in Takushan. 


* * 


| 

| 

An evangelist in the Danish mission field in the Sudan has been sentenced 

to six months' imprisonment and fined $50 for having offended the Moslems “by - 


delivering a sermon on the words of Jesus: "No man cometh unto. the Father but 
by me". At the same time, three Sudanese pastors and one church member were 
imprisoned, but were acquitted. Danish mission circles report that the matter 
has aroused great attention, and "further developments are being closely watched" 
x # 


Sweden's Conservative Party has proposed in Parliament that the reading ) 
of. the. government-introduced bill regarding the authorisation of women to hold 
office in, the Swedish lutheran National Church be postponed until next year. to 
give church leaders time to reconsider their stand. It was subsequently announ- 
ced that Swedish law did not permit postponement. 


i Oe 


Dr. Thomas Esze, church historian, has been formally installed in Budapest 
as Lay President of the Danubian District of the Hungarian Reformed Church, 
succeeding Dr. Roland Kiss, who resigned during the 1956 uprising. At the 
same time, the Rev. Joseph Farkas, pastor of the Klausal Square parish in Buda- 
pest, was installed as Notary General, or Clerk, of the district's Assembly, 
replacing Dr. Laszlo Pap. Dr. Pap, a professor at the Reformed Seminary, re- 
Signed all his church offices following the 1956 crisis. ‘ 


emake 


Eighty animals were flown to Nepal this month by. Heifer Project, as gifts 
from American farmers and church people for the Intemational Cooperation Admini 
tration in’an agricultural development there. Fifty-seven sheep, twenty calves 
and five pigs made the three-day flight. 


x % 
More than two ,jhundred Mfinnesota Protestant pastors have called,on -the 


United States to cancel scheduled nuclear weapons tests in the Pacific in April, 
and have appealed to President Hisenhower to seek world-wide disarmament. . 


coe 


Dr. J. Paul Frelick, Presbyterian fratermal worker at Aubervilliers, France, 
has been appointed director of the John Knox House, Geneva student and conference 
centre run by the Presbyterian Church USA. He succeeds the Rev. Ray W. 
Teeuwissen, who has been director of the centre since it opened in July, 1954, 
and has now been appointed as field representative of the Presbyterian Church 
USA in the French Cameroons and Spanish Guinea from 1959 onward. 


x * 
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The French Protestant Teachers’ Federation has made a statement protesting 
against the use of torture in Algeria and drawing attention to;the strain im- 
posed on teachers' conscience and patriotism. The statement says that once it 
became clear that the state could not control illegal acts, it would be impossi- 
blé-to give any further moral or civic instruction. 


x * 


sed Three representatives of american student and youth organisations will 
visit Russia in April to complete plans for an exchange of college students 
between the USSR and the United States, scheduled for this summer. Present 
plans call for a six-week visit by forty American students to the Soviet Union, 
while twenty Russian students will come to the United States. Making the trip 
will be°the Rev. Philip T. Zabriskie, executive secretary of the Episcopal 
Church's College Work Division, ifr. John Bowmann, Council on Student Travel, and 
Mr. John Wallace, Experiment in International Living. 


* & 


The name of Andras Keken, until now editor of the Hungarian church paper 
"Evangelikus Elet", has been removed from the list of those responsikle for the 
paper's publication. The publisher's imprint now says only that itis under 
an editorial committee directed by Geza Juhasz. E.P.S., Geneva 


A Special Report 


Evangelical Statements Guide German Youth in East and West 


Statements have recently been made in the. churches of both West and East 
Germany to guide youth in the problems posed by the division of Germany fae by 
the eall to military service on both sides of the Meron’ curt ain, 


In Western Germany the Working Committee,of, the churches! eT youth 
organisations has made a statement about the alternatives of military service 
and conscientious objection. ; n8s 


Of those who choose to undertake alternative civilian service or non-com-— 
batant duties the declaration asks: "Are you certain that your decision.is not 
based on your dislike of the hard life of a soldier and the sacrifices it may 
involve?" Conscientious RUseansee is described as being too serious a matter 
to be used as a pretext for "shirkers" 


According to the statement, when God gave the commandment "hou shalt, not 
kill" He did not mean that it was sufficient to keep one's hands clean; He 
leant that we should love our neighbours. 


"Tf anyone quotes the commandment 'thou shalt nee kill', " goes on ste docu- 
ment, "as a reason for refusing to do military BOTVASE then he must be just as 
serious about obeying the other nine commandments.' 


Young Christians who believe they should accept combatant military service, 
on the other hand, are told to watch for temptations of their own. "Tf anyone 
bases his’ decision on the possibility of advancement in his occupation or on 
financial advantages, he fails in his duty to the’ community just as much as a 
man who refuses to undertake military service because he dislikes being a sol- 
dier," this group is told. "The same applies to the man who accepts military 
service in order to avoid being penalised later on in his job, and in his social 
life, as a conscientious objector." 


Young people are warned against glorification of militarism.. The message 
stresses that combatant service is not a more honourable form of work than any 
other service to the community. Its purpose is described as training men "for 
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a terrible emergency, in which they will have to kill and destroy, in the hope 
of thereby protecting others from being killed and destroyed". 


“The divine commandment not to kill is said to be applicable not only in 
peace-time. "Killing is not justified by political developments or by war , 
itself," the statement says, ok adds that one has to ask whether killing becomes 
permissible if it protects one 's country, civilisation and freedom. 


"AJ1 this," concludes the document, “has been put in question owing to the 
discovery of atomic weapons. Today we are all confronted afresh by the quest ior 
whether it is permissible to kill at all, which of our neighbours it is pernis- 
sible to kill, and what methods are sCcuntariaet 


A second twelve-point statement has been issued by the six theological 
faculties in East Germany's universities to give guidance to their students in 
taking up an attitude to the state's demands in view of the conflict between 
Christian faith and atheist ideology. 


The twelve points read: 


~ = theological students must recognize with peat tia and a due sense of the 
responsibility involved that it is a privilege to be allowed to study and that 
they owe this privilege to the hard work done by all sections of the people; 


- They must abide by the constitution and rules of their universities, re- 
gard their teachers with respect and confidence and be ready to ey their 
help in their studies; 


- They must accept the findings of research,. which extends the frontiers of 
knowledge, and they must accept truth alone as standard; 


—- They must conscientiously use the time given them for study and not iso- 
late themselves individualistically, but. enter fully into the fellowship of theiz 
fellow-students who train for the same office and the same duties; 


, - When called on, to do some. emergency task they must give their time and 
energy gladly and cheerfully; 


- They will respect the state authorities, the government of the German 
Democratic Republic (DDR), as appointed by God, in accordance with His Word; 
they will respect the laws and help the government, sharing in their ethical res- 


ponsibility as Christians wherever the true welfare of men md women is involved; 


- They will cooperate in the task of @stablishing a better human society in 
justice, peace and freedom; 


- As Christians they must work*to maintain peace in the world and abolish 
weapons of mass destruction; they must stand for the reunification of our 
fatherland; 


~ They will vigilantly resist the temptations involved in the grievous 
division of our fatherland, particularly on the frontier between East and West; 


- Under no circumstances must they aot" ‘as agents for espionage organisa-— 
tions, directly or indirectly; 


- They must respect the pouty 8 waisted govern the state's economic life 


~. and take special’ care not to do anything which might adversely affect its econo- 
‘omic welfare; EL tre 


- In all this, in accordance with God's Word, theological students must 
endeavour to render to (Caesar the things that are Caesar's and to God the things 
that are God's. ett 3 BP aus Geneva 
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